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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate the
Marathon Varsity Field Hockey Team for their
outstanding performance this season. Winning
the State Championship will remain a vivid
moment of victory of each one of the team’s
members—for without their collective talent
and dedication—it would not have been pos-
sible.

The long list of season accomplishments is
truly something to take pride in. Breaking the
state record with 68 consecutive wins, making
the lady Olympians third in the nation with
such an amazing winning streak, brings pride
not only to Marathon but brings pride to the
entire state of New York.

Head Coach Karen Funk deserves special
praise for leading this fine group of student
athletes to the highest possible achievement
in the New York State Class C conference.
Through Coach Funk’s leadership these young
ladies have proven that hard work and dedica-
tion on the practice field and in the classroom
can produce champions on the playing field
and in academics.

The 2003 Marathon Field Hockey Team:
Ashley Abbatiello, Caitlin Barber, Shanna Bar-
rows, Nikki Billings, Staci Billings, Rebecca
Bliss, Grace Chrysler, Megan French, Jamie
Gofgosky, Brittni Griep, Danielle Griep, Katie
Gutchess, Leslieann Gutchess, Stefanie
Hatch, Ashley Holbrook, Emily McDonald,
Theresa Parker, Jacki Rose, Margo Stone,
Frankie VanDeWeert, Sarah Veninsky, Katie
Yudiciatis, Coach Karen Funk, JV Coach Patti
Trabucco, JH Coach Sue Malmberg.
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IN HONOR OF CALIFORNIA STATE
SENATOR BYRON D. SHER
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Wednesday, January 28, 2004

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
California State Senator Byron Sher, the most
highly regarded environmental legislator in
California, who will be retiring this year after
representing San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties in the California State Legislature for
nearly a quarter century. Senator Sher will be
honored on Friday, January 30, 2004 by the
San Mateo County Democratic Party for his
extraordinary public service.

Senator Sher began his public service in
1965 when he was elected to the Palo Alto
City Council where he served for nine years,
including two terms as Mayor. He was a Com-
missioner of the San Francisco Bay Conserva-
tion and Development Commission from 1978
to 1980, and served on the Committee on En-
vironmental Quality for the National League of
Cities and the League of California Cities. His
work on these bodies would serve him ex-
ceedingly well in years to come.

Byron Sher was elected to the California
State Assembly in November, 1980, where he
served with distinction as a leader on environ-
mental policy for over fifteen years. He was
then elected to the Senate in 1996 in a special
election to represent the 11th District, which is
geographically and culturally diverse, spanning
from Belmont to San Jose, and which includes
major portions of the South San Francisco
Bay and the San Mateo County Coast.

Throughout Senator Sher's legislative ca-
reer, he has been regarded as the premier
legislator on environmental issues. He is not
only the first Chairman of the Senate Environ-
mental Quality Committee, he is also the au-
thor of countless benchmark laws that have
led the State of California to enact some of
the most significant environmental protection
policies in our Nation. Among the laws he has
authored are the California Clean Air Act, the
Integrated Waste Management Act, and the
Safe Drinking Water Act. He has strengthened
the State’s timber regulations with his Surface
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Mining and Reclamation Act and been at the
forefront of computer recycling programs to
ensure that the dangerous byproducts of the
information age, such as mercury, don't con-
taminate our landfills and water supplies. Sen-
ator Sher also authored the Nation’s first law
to prevent toxic contamination of water sup-
plies from leaking underground storage tanks.
Virtually all his legislation is considered the
gold standard for environmental conservation
and protection laws throughout our country.

Senator Sher is also considered one of the
foremost experts on consumer protection and
government ethics. He has consistently been
ranked one of the State’s top ten legislators
for intelligence and integrity by the California
Journal Magazine. Despite the many demands
on his time, Senator Sher continues to serve
as a member of the Steering Committee of the
National Council on Competition and Electric
Services, as a California Commissioner on the
National Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws, and as a member of the
Wildlife Conservation Board.

Byron Sher has also been an important part
of the academic community. He was a Ful-
bright Research Scholar in New Zealand and
held academic teaching positions in law at
Southern Methodist University, the University
of Southern California and Harvard Law
School before coming to Stanford University.
At Stanford, Senator Sher's passion for the
rights of his fellow citizens could be seen in
the coursework he taught as a professor of
law: Consumer credit, consumer protection, as
well as contract and commercial law. At Stan-
ford he’'s been Chairman of the Human Rela-
tions Commission and the Faculty Senate, and
was a member of the University Budget Prior-
ities Advisory Commission.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to call Byron Sher
my friend and my colleague in public service.
This quiet, humble, decent and brilliant man is
a source of great pride to the Democratic
Party, to our mutual constituents, to all Califor-
nians and to our entire Nation. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring and thanking
Senator Sher for his lifetime of extraordinary
service to California and our country. Because
of him and his distinguished service, we are
unmistakably a stronger and a better Nation.
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